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Official email reveals details of knife incident 


The NAACP 

president and CSULB 
administrators question 
the racial undertones 
alleged on social 
media. 


By ARIANA SAWYER & 
MatTT SIMON 
Staff Writers 


Celebration 
of Native 
American 
culture at 
46th annual 
Pow Wow 


A woman dressed in tradi- 
tional Native American garb 
walks through a procession 
as part of the Puvungna 
Pow Wow on upper campus 
March 12. Cal State Long 
Beach was host to the annual 
celebration this weekend on 
upper campus. The Puvun- 
gna Pow Wow, first held in 
1970, was organized by the 
American Indian Student 
Council. It is the largest pow 
wow in Southern California. 
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In a season where they 
had 12 games decided 
by five or less points, 
the 49ers lose by four 
in Big West finale. 


By WILL HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


ANAHEIM, Calif. — It was a bitter 
end to an unprecedented run for the 
Long Beach State men’s basketball team 
which fell just short of sweeping the Big 


The student who displayed a short 
knife in a sociology class on race, class 
and gender did so while his group was 


standing to give a presentation to the 


rest of the class, according to CSULB 
President Jane Close Conoley in an 
email to the Long Beach NAACP chap- 
ter President Naomi Rainey March 9. 
The 20-year-old male holding the 
knife was doing so from behind anoth- 


er female student. When the professor 


saw the knife, she tapped the student on 
his shoulder and asked him to exit the 
classroom with her. Once outside, she 
told him he could not come back. Ac- 
cording to the email, he did not argue 
and subsequently left. 


West Tournament and earning an auto- 
matic bid into the NCAA tournament, 
losing to Hawaii 64-60 in the champi- 
onship game on Saturday night inside 
the Honda Center. 

With Hawaii (27-5, 13-3) leading 
62-60, LBSU point guard Justin Bibbins 
pump faked a defender off of him and 
heaved up a three pointer with 5 sec- 
onds remaining. But like LBSU’s quest 
to capture the Big West Tournament 
title, the sophomore’s shot came up 
short. 

“He got a good look; if that goes in, 
we might be out on the court right now 
{celebrating];” LBSU head coach Dan 


“Our understanding is that only the 
professor and one other student ob- 
served the knife,’ Conoley said in the 
email. “The rest of the class was un- 
aware of the knife, but did see the ef- 
fect on the professor and some became 
concerned.” 

The professor, who is currently on 
leave, has experienced significant anx- 
iety as a result, according to Conoley. 

After the police arrived, they inter- 
viewed students and witnesses. The stu- 
dent in possession of the knife claimed 
that he was cleaning his fingernails and 
“did not intend to threaten or harm 
anyone.” 

“The male student was assigned to 


him for a three in the corner and he did 
a good job of coming back for it? 

After shooting a dismal 31 percent 
from the field and 22 percent from 
downtown in the first half, the 49ers 
woke up in the second. Nevertheless, it 
was an uphill battle for the 49ers who 
never gained a lead in the entire half. 

“T felt like our guys were so excited 
for the opportunity to play tonight that 
it took us 30 minutes to settle down on 
the offensive end,’ Monson said. “De- 
fensively we held them to 64 points, but 
we never got in an offensive rhythm? 


another class,’ Conoley said. “All his 
other professors were told of the inci- 
dent and all indicated they were willing 
to keep him in their classes.” 

There are currently three entities 
investigating the incident: the Long 
Beach Police Department, the campus 
Judicial and Ethical Development Of- 
fice and the NAACP. 

The NAACP’s Long Beach chapter 
President Naomi Rainey announced 
Wednesday the organization will 


launch an investigation into the Feb. 25 
incident. 

“We do not see [the incident] as rac- 
ist or discrimination at this particular 
point, but we don’t have enough facts 


and have not gathered enough data 
and interviewed enough parties to see,’ 
Rainey said Friday. “But at this partic- 
ular time, it really looks like the issues 
are safety and interruption of the learn- 
ing environment.’ 

The decision to investigate came 
after the NAACP saw the incident in 
the news and started receiving calls on 
their 24 hour hotline as well as input 
from their website and various social 
media, Rainey said. 

Rainey, who is a CSULB alum- 
na, said the NAACP will wait for the 


see FORUM, page 2 
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Junior forward Travis Hammonds (left) and senior guard Nick Faust (right) sit 


on the bench in the final seconds of LBSU’s 64-60 loss to Hawai’i in the Big West 


see BASKETBALL, page 8 


Monson said. “We were trying to flare Tournament final. Both players fouled out of the game. 
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LBPD to finalize their investigation 
before releasing a report. 

The LBPD is assisting University 
Police due to a conflict of interest. 
University Police originally reported 
that the male student was a relative of 
a campus police officer, but campus 
Chief of Police Fernando Solorzano 
later told students the student is a 
CSULB Community Service Officer 
in a forum on Thursday. 

“That young man,” Solorzano said. 
“He works for me, he is a student, and 
he’s a CSO” 

The forum of about 150 was facil- 
itated by Vice President of Student 
Affairs Carmen Taylor for students to 
“share [their] concerns with campus 
leadership.” 

Some students believe that the in- 
cident was racially motivated, saying 
on social media that a white male stu- 
dent threatened a black female stu- 
dent with the knife. The race of those 
involved has not been confirmed by 
the police or the university. 

Before the forum started, Muto- 
ni Ingabire, a student who reported 
being present in the class during the 
incident, spoke about what happened. 

“I experienced fear, anxiety, sad- 
ness and anger,” she said. “This hap- 
pened in my race class and my gender 
class where students come together to 
share statements, challenge each oth- 
er’s ideas and be able to discuss. 
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Left, a student wearing a bulletproof vest speaks at a forum hosted by CSULB administration March 10 in response to an incident Feb. 25 where a male 

student who is also a campus security officer brandished a knife at a female student in a sociology class on race, class and gender. Right, Vice President of 
Student Affairs and moderator Carmen Taylor and CSULB Chief of Police Fernando Solorzano (right to left) stand at the podium after students asked for 
Solorzano to be removed from the panel of speakers. 


“On Thursday Feb. 25 that was not 
the case,’ she said. 

After about an hour of students 
voicing their frustrations, the Black 
Student Union and students who at- 
tended the forum walked out due to 

-what some called an unstructured 
event. 

Before they left, they demanded 
that Dean of Students Jeffrey Klaus 
resign and that the administration ex- 
pel the student with the knife. 

“What’s important to know is we 
have students confessing their lives 
and their stories and there’s no ad- 
ministration,” Justin Bradley, CSULB 
Black Student Union president said. 
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“Who are we speaking to? The podi- 
um is empty. You're not listening to 
them.” 

“Why isn’t’ President Conoley 
here?” Bradley asked. “Understand 
the emotion in the room and then you 
have a president of the university who 
doesn’t have the goddamn audacity to 
be here, are you kidding me? Why is 
the central person overlooking this 
campus not here?” 

CSULB President Jane Close Cono- 
ley did not attend the forum. Conoley 
walked over to the forum around 5 
p-m. but decided not to enter. 

“When I arrived the discussion 
seemed quite energetic’ Conoley 


said in an email. “I made a decision 
that if I entered the room, any prog- 
ress that might be ongoing in moving 
the conversation to problem solving 
would be lost. I thought that students 
involved would feel the need to start 
their planned remarks from the be- 
ginning thus robbing the forum of 
needed time and direction.” 

Conoley said she remained in con- 
tact with members of the administra- 
tion who attended the forum. 

Conoley said she is aware that the 
student was a community service of- 
ficer. 

“This process is best done when 
all sides are allowed to speak,’ Cono- 


ley said in an email Friday morning. 
“When all accept the need to allow 
investigations to be completed before 
discipline is levied, and when we aim 
our anger not at individuals but on 
changing systems and structures that 
interfere with student success.” 

One weakness Rainey said she al- 
ready sees is in the flow of informa- 
tion to the students in the wake of the 
incident. 

“Everything can improve ... you 
can always make things better,’ she 
said. 

This was the first of a series of fo- 
rums that Taylor facilitate. The next 
event will be Wednesday March 23. 
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| Jok(a)l mo 'téf| noun 1. a recurrent theme throughout 


a music scene associated with a particular locale 


Daily 49er’s coverage of the Long Beach 


music scene is now online: 


music.d49erspecial.com 


NE X S CityD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


Two senators deal setback to blimp program funding 


WASHINGTON — Two US. sena- 
tors with sway over all federal spending 
have dealt a crippling bipartisan blow 
to the Pentagon’s troubled $2.7 billion 
program to use radar-carrying blimps to 
search for enemy missiles. 

Sens. Thad Cochran, R-Miss., chair- 
man of the Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee, and Richard J. Durbin, D-IIL, 
who holds the Democrats’ No. 2 leader- 
ship position in the Senate, have refused 
a request by the Obama administration 
to shift $27.2 million to the program to 
keep it alive. 

Durbin now favors killing the blimp 
system, called JLENS. 

“The JLENS program has been a big 
disappointment to taxpayers, Durbin’s 
spokesman, Ben Marter, said in a state- 
ment. “It has cost nearly $3 billion ... . 
It's time to end the program.” 

The request for the $27.2 million was 
sent to Congress last month by Defense 
Secretary Ashton Carter, who wanted 
the money to restart an operational ex- 
ercise in which two JLENS blimps were 
supposed to stand sentry above the 
Washington, D.C., area. 

Carter's requested funding would 
have been on top of $45.5 million for 
JLENS included in President Barack 
Obama's proposed budget for the com- 
ing fiscal year. 

Because Carter had asked for money 
to be shifted, or “reprogrammed; from 
another defense program, his request 
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Army Cpt. Dave MacPhail, left, and Jeff Crosse, project manager for the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers, talk on the site where one of the 
JLENS (Joint Land Attack Cruise Missile Defense Elevated Netted Sensor 
System) blimps is tethered at Aberdeen Proving Ground, about 70 miles 


northeast of Washington, D.C. 


needed unanimous approval from eight 
of the most senior members of the Sen- 
ate and House appropriations panels. 

By Wednesday, Cochran and Durbin 
had quietly informed administration of- 
ficials that they opposed the request. In 
addition to serving as Appropriations 
Committee chairman, Cochran leads 
the Senate Defense Appropriations Sub- 
committee, and Durbin is its ranking 
Democrat. 

In a statement, Cochran's spokesman, 
Chris Gallegos, indicated that JLENS 
was unlikely to receive support for any 
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funding from the Senate. 

The denial of the $27.2 million, Gal- 
legos said, “is an indication that the 
administration’s ($45.5-million) budget 
request for JLENS is likely to receive an 
icy reception from the committee? 

The comments suggested that the 
dramatic breakaway last fall of a JLENS 
blimp from its mooring at the Army’s 
Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland 
was a final straw for congressional ap- 
propriators. The blimp was one of two 
participating in the operational exercise 
to protect the capital region. 


For several hours on Oct. 28, the 
pilotless, 242-foot-long blimp sailed 
over Maryland and into Pennsylvania, 
disrupting commercial air traffic and 
clipping utility lines with its mile-long 
tether. About 35,000 rural Pennsylva- 
nia residents had lost power by the time 
the blimp came to rest in the woods of 
northern Pennsylvania, 150 miles from 
its base. 

An Army investigation found that 
JLENS support personnel had failed to 
load batteries to power an automatic de- 
flation device that should have brought 
the blimp to the ground within two 
miles. 

Durbin’s spokesman said that the op- 
erational exercise was an opportunity for 
JLENS to prove its usefulness, and that 
“it failed spectacularly.’ He also pointed 
to Pentagon reports documenting poor 
performance by JLENS on test ranges. 

Durbin’s opposition to the funding 
was first reported Friday by Politico. 

JLENS is short for Joint Land Attack 
Cruise Missile Defense Elevated Netted 
Sensor System. It is designed to provide 
surveillance of low-altitude threats such 
as cruise missiles and drones. 

In tests, the JLENS radar has strug- 
gled to track flying objects and to dis- 
tinguish friendly aircraft from potential 
threats. 

A Los Angeles Times report pub- 
lished in September described how 
backers of JLENS at the Pentagon and at 
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Raytheon maneuvered to keep taxpayer 
money flowing to the problem-plagued 
program. 

In late 2010, the second-ranking 
Army leader — Gen. Peter W. Chiarel- 
li — tried to kill JLENS. Chiarelli was 
trumped by the then-vice chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Marine Gen. 
James E. “Hoss” Cartwright, who backed 
plans for what became the operational 
exercise, a lifeline for the program. 

Cartwright retired from the military 
in late 2011 — and five months later went 
on Raytheon’s payroll as a director. In his 
first three years on its board, Raytheon 
paid Cartwright more than $828,000 in 
cash and stock, records show. 

Other doubts about JLENS emerged 
Friday from two Maryland lawmakers 
who had staunchly backed the program. 

Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski, D-Md., is- 
sued a statement expressing “very grave 
reservations about both the program's 
safety for local communities and its na- 
tional security accomplishments.” 

Rep. C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, 
D-Md., said he too now opposed spend- 
ing the additional $27.2 million to re- 
start the exercise. 

The breakaway of the blimp “jeopar- 
dized the safety of my constituents,” said 
Ruppersberger, who serves on the House 
Appropriations Committee. “I can't, in 
good conscience, support its continua- 
tion in such a highly populated area” 

— David Willman, LA Times, TNS 
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A day of 


A man walks into the dance area 
at the Pow Wow on Saturday at 
the 46th annual Cal State Puvun- 
ga Pow Wow on the Long Beach 
State campus from March 12 to 13 
(top). A little boy looks on as others 
dance through a procession at the 
event (middle left). A little girl 
holds a few dollars an elder gave to 
her at the event (middle right). A 
young boy faces off against others 
in a dance competition (right). 
Vendors sell dreamcatchers in 
various colors (far right). 
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aturday and Sunday afternoon, the Cal State Long Beach 

central quad transformed from an expansive green lawn to 

a celebration of traditional dance, clothing and American 

Indian culture. The 46th annual Cal State Puvunga Pow 

Wow returned to CSULB and invited the Long Beach 
community to engage in the two-day event. The event hosted native 
foods such as Navajo tacos, fry bread and beef stew as well as contests 
and inter-tribal dancing. The Pow Wow was hosted by the American 
Indian Student Council, a student-run organization at CSULB 
dedicated to the celebration and preservation of American Indian 
culture. 
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Cal State Long Beach alumnus, Akira Dueno spray painting a mural and showcasing his work at the monthly Long Beach Art Walk. 


Long Beach Art District comes alive 


Art Walk gives artists a 
chance to show the public 
their work. 


By KATHERINE LEMUS 
Staff Writer 


The streets of Downtown Long Beach are filled 


roe swith | artists. Some work with brightly-colored_ 


oa 


chalk on the crowded sidewalks, and others im. 


plement spray paint to create portraits of iconic 
figures in history. Around these artists, the crowds 
attending the Long Beach Art Walk observe —" 
and admire. 

The Long Beach Art Walk is an event held the 
second Saturday of each month, It is an event that 
allows Long Beach residents and other art enthu- 
siasts to view local artists and galleries exhibit 
their work. Features include vendors with hand- 


made jewelry, art pieces for sale and local music. 

Artists who attended have been part of the Art 
Walk for a few years now. The event is an opportu- 
nity for artists to show the public the creativity of 
their work and to gain recognition for it. 

Cal State Long Beach 2013 alumnus Akira 
Dueno, who graduated as a chemistry major, 
discovered a way in which he could incorporate 
chemistry in his newfound talent in the arts. 

“During lectures I would doodle a:lot, and it 
wasnt until I graduated that I felt like I wanted to 
become a full time artist Dueno said: 

Much of Dueno’ inspiration comes from his 
background in science. He also gets inspiration 
from his experiences in life. = 

“While in school I didn't realize how much ofa 
science it was to learn art, like “Why does this col- 
or go with this’ and such,’ Dueno said. “Much like 
how in chemistry you manipulate molecules and 
atoms to do what they want them to, I feel like a 


lot of that process I was able to apply to make art” 


Another. artist who .attended the event in- 
cluded Fermin Guerrero, a local photographer in 
Long Beach who hasbeen attending the Art Walk 
for four years now: 

Guerrero specializes in photographing imag- 
es he sees on the ground or his surroundings in 
his day-to-day life. Some categories of his abstract 
photographs include images like cracks stains on 
sidewalks, a crumpled paper and a specific way 
water falls in the ground. 

“I began photographing images I see in my 
life in 2003. It all started out as a hobby but now 
has developed into something more,’ Guerrero 
said. 

Along with his partner,.Tony Nocera, Guer- 
rero has written many books that use his images 
as the basis of his storyline. His most recent book 
tells the story of a dinosaur and its journey for 
friendship, and Guerrero hopes that he'll be able 
to publish it soon. 

Freelance painter Alex Diffin attended the 


event to showcase her watercolor and acrylic 
paintings. 

“About three years ago I finally made the deci- 
sion to become an artist; I had gone to school, and 
I was toying around with the idea but it was only 3 
years ago that I decided to do it,’ Diffin said. 

Diffin’s artwork focuses solely on women and 
explores themes of femininity. 

“There's something beautiful about-women, 


* something soft ftom’ painting them, “and ”men 


have an inherent masculinity that makes it come 


~~eoffas-harder and more-aggressive,’.. Diffin-seid: 


“With a woman you can show all these kind of 
in-between, questionable emotions and it’s ac- 
ceptable for her to be there and it reaches people 
better” ae 

Diffin credits her success to the Art Walk; she 
has been attending the event for three years and is 


es 
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happy to showcase her work. 
The next Long Beach Art Walk is scheduled 
for the second Saturday of next month. 
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the only ones to help 


By CAMERON CHRISTNER 
Freshman Film Student 


ear Knife Guy, 
I don’t know who you are, 
what your beliefs are or what 
you did in class on Feb. 25. 
You may be a white suprem- 
acist who threatened a black woman like they 
say. 

Or, you might just be a foolish guy caught 
up in the race politics of our age. Regardless, I 
apologize - and not for anything that happened 
in that classroom. 

I apologize for everything that happened af- 


tote 


I’m also sorry to anyone who 
has been the victim of racial 
violence or profiling...I’m 
sorry to. anyone who. has.not . 
recewed justice, no matter 


what for. 
99 


ter, on both sides of the conversation. 

I’m sorry that the police and administration 
perceive a greater threat to your life than to the 
people you supposedly threatened. I’m sorry 
about the wannabe Black Panther in the pur- 
ple sweatshirt and camo jacket who basically 
threatened to lynch you during Thursday’s fo- 
rum. 

I’m sorry that even if it is found that you did 
nothing illegal, your accusers will still call for 
your expulsion simply for carrying the knife, 
even though it was legal to have on campus, ac- 
cording to campus President Jane Close Conoley. 

I’m sorry that no one, official or civilian, 
stood up for your rights or even asked for pa- 
tience in regards to the facts, which are still yet 
to be established. If you are innocent, I am sor- 
ry that your name has been tarnished, that you 
have been called a white supremacist, that you 
have been lumped in with medieval-minded 
primitives who are still living in tribes. 

If you in fact are a white supremacist, well, 
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I’m just sorry. 

I also want to apologize to people who were 
at the forum last Thursday. I’m sorry that the 
yelling from the crowd and panel got in the way 
of a civil conversation. 

I’m sorry that the officials and administra- 
tors were bullied into timid silence. 

I’m sorry that Carmen Taylor was interrupt- 
ed less than 30 seconds after calling the forum 
to order. I’m sorry to the girl who started crying 
two seconds after beginning to speak, and then 
miraculously felt better two seconds later; those 
crocodile tears must have been hard for her to 
pull off. 

I’m sorry to the girl at the forum who said 
she was “triggered” simply because the guy 
with the knife had the same skin color as her al- 
leged rapist. I’m sorry that the man who wanted 
to express his view that small knives should be 
allowed on campus felt so intimidated that he 
decided not to speak. 

I’m sorry to the police officer who was mis- 
quoted as saying the social media response was 


_bad, when in fact he was making the point that 


some of the information parroted on social me- 
dia was factually inaccurate. 

I’m sorry to everyone who was interested in 
the facts, and I’m sorry that you only heard one 
side of the story, almost exclusively from people 
who were not even there. 

I’malso sorry to anyone who has been the vic- 
tim of racial violence or profiling. I’m sorry to 
those who have been raped and those who have 
suffered police abuse. I’m sorry to anyone who 
has not received justice, no matter what for. 

And it is for this reason, because I make a 
point to stand against all injustice, that I am 
willing to wait for the facts to come forward in- 
stead of jumping to conclusions. 

To the man with the knife: if you are inno- 
cent, I implore you not to be intimidated and 
come forward. 

Tell your side of the story. Stand up for your- 
self. Stand up for the truth. 

There is nothing to gain from letting others 
tell it for you, and the longer you wait, the more 
they can demonize and lie about you with im- 
punity. 

And that goes for anyone else in that class on 
that day. And if you did in fact threaten another 
human being with a knife because she has dif- 
ferent colored skin, then I hope the punishment 
fits the crime. 
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PoINTtT // COUNTERPOINT 


On Feb. 25, a male student displayed a knife during a race and gender studies class. Reports circulated that the incident was racially charged and students vocalized disappointment in 
the amount of time it took campus officials to release a statement. A moderated forum was held last Thursday to give further opportunity for students to speak on the topic. 


Offended students aren’t 


When will we actually 
listen to student voices? 


By MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 
Arts & Life Editor 


ear ‘Dear Knife Guy’ Guy, 
Okay, I get it. Every- 
one’s innocent until prov- 
en guilty. 
That is, unless the Knife 
Man has had two weeks to actually respond 
to the developing story and make a case for 
himself — which, undoubtedly, would be 
greeted with both backlash and empathy 
from the student body and surrounding 
community. 

Since that’s the case, maybe we should be 
looking at this a bit more critically. 

So let’s take a look at what we know, shall 
we? 

A male student “displayed” a knife to 
a female student during a race, class and 
gender class on Feb. 25. The student has, 
since then, been revealed by administra- 
tion as an employee underneath the Cal 

~ State Long Beach Police Department. The 
student’s name has not been released, 
and information about what transpired 
has been extremely limited —- possibly 
because the student may still be walking 
about on campus. 

The victim (who chose to remain un- 
identified) spoke last week at the panel-less 
panel in the USU Ballroom, as reported 
by the Daily 49er. The panel was meant 
to serve as an outlet for students to voice 
their concerns about the situation, but was 
abandoned by speakers responsible for fa- 
cilitating the conversation. Her frustration 
and fear is present even through the quotes 
used in the Daily 49er article, and she’s 
made her promise to release a formal state- 
ment on her own experience. 

How weird, ‘Dear Knife Guy’ Guy, that 
even when the victim of the incident has 
stepped forward to speak out (and prom- 
ised a formal account of her experience, no 
less), your first impulse is to write a letter 
attempting to patronize the black students 
who voiced their growing concern with the 
current state of our university. 

Why are you sorry about the “wannabe 
Black Panther,” as you so eloquently dub 
the student who donned a purple sweatshirt 
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and bulletproof vest? Moreover, why is it that 
when a black student voices their concerns 
about highly sensitive topics such as their 
racial identity, they are immediately dubbed 
as a knock-off activist attempting to recreate 
the civil rights movement of the ‘60s? 

Which is the story for plenty of incidents 
potentially charged by race or gender. 
There isn’t a lack of understanding on my 
part, I do want to hear what “Knife Guy” 
has to say. I think we all do. But when you 
dismiss students for acting upon a “lack of 
information” when the administration has 
obviously been censoring or retaining in- 
formation, you lift the pressure that should 
be put on administration and focus it on 
students who are doing what students do. 


bi 


The fact of the matter is this: 
I think your apologies are 
total poppycock. Malarky. 


Hogwash. 
99 


Responding. 

This material is sensitive, and poten- 
tially triggering (no quotes here, it’s a real 
thing) to countless underrepresented and 
exploited communities that exist on cam- 
pus. When these students speak out about 
their experiences, negative or positive, they 
deserve every ounce of respect that “Dear 
Knife Guy” Guy offers to CSULB admin- 
istration. 

The fact of the matter is this: I think 
your apologies are total poppycock. Ma- 
larky. Hogwash. In other words: complete 
and utter bull. 

Administration needs to be held ac- 
countable for the lack of information re- 
garding the knife incident and to answer 
the many questions that students have. If 
they aren’t serving the students, then just 
what do we pay them so much money for? 

Either way, don’t worry too much. I’m 
sure “Knife Guy” is comfortable with his 
current anonymity. 
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LBSU wins 
series vs 
Oklahoma 


Despite giving up 
walk off home run to 
Oklahoma, Long Beach 


State wins series. 


By Matt SIMON 
Staff Writer 


Leading 3-2 in the ninth inning, the 
Long Beach State baseball team gave up a 
walk off three-run home run to Oklaho- 
ma’ Hunter Haley to lose 6-3 in the series 
finale against the Sooners Sunday in Nor- 
man, Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma tied the game up 3-3 after 
Alex Wise scored on an RBI bunt by Ben 
Hollas against Chris Rivera. The blown 
save was Rivera’ first of the season. 

The loss is the Dirtbags’ (10-5) first 
road defeat; it also snapped their four- 
game win streak. Dirtbags head coach 
Troy Buckley believes that although it’s a 
small sample size, it's good that the team is 
winning on the road, after finishing nine 
games below .500 last year away from 
home. 


“Its huge so far,’ Buckley said. “Com- 


ing from last year, we were well below .500 
on the road. [The team] knew the impor- 
tance of [winning away from home]. I 
think they're together and I think they 
know the mental toughness has to be 
there” 

Despite the loss, the Dirtbags won the 
series against the Sooners after sweeping 
the doubleheader on Saturday, winning 
game one 7-3 and game two 6-3. This was 
LBSU’s fourth straight series win. 

Chris Mathewson (2-2) and Darren 
McCaughan (4-0) continued their dom- 
inance, pitching a combined 13 innings 
with 10 strikeouts, and allowing only 10 
hits and five runs. 

“We grinded,’ Buckley said. “Mathew- 
son gave up five walks but he did go seven 
[innings] and Darren wasn't as sharp as 
he has been, but he went his. The bullpen 
has been pretty good on both ends” 

The Dirtbags will be back at Blair Field 
on Tuesday to face Loyola Marymount at 
6 p.m. 
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49ers’ sweep falls short 


LBSU softball goes 
4-1 at the Long 
Beach Louisville 
Slugger Invitational. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State softball team 
nearly swept this weekend's Louisville 
Slugger Invitational at Mayfair Park, 
dropping its matchup with No. 14 
UCLA 3-2 on Sunday. 

The 49ers (15-9) recorded just two 
hits against Bruins starting pitcher Jo- 
hanna Grauer, and yet they were one 
good swing away from winning the 
game. 

Down 3-2 in the bottom of the sev- 
enth inning, with one out and runners 
on second and third, sophomore pinch 
hitters Hannah Cookson and Irma 
Sanchez left their teammates stranded, 
handing UCLA the win. 


“We were a couple good at bats 
away from winning the game,’ LBSU 
head coach Kim Sowder said. “We had 
some great opportunities throughout 
and weve had a lot of success this year 
of coming through in those situations. 
We just fell a little short in this one” 

Freshman infielder Tierra Falo 
notched both of LBSU’s hits on the 
day. The first came in the form of a solo 
home run in the top of the third inning 
to cut UCLAs lead to 2-1. The second 
scored sophomore infielder Julia Lom- 
bardi from second in the bottom of the 
seventh to cut UCLAs lead to one. 

“[Falo] was turning on the inside 
pitch really well? Grauer said. “They 
werent bad pitches, she was just doing 
a great job, when I was trying to jam 
her up, of extending and making it a 
hit” 

The 49ers bounced back with a 5-4 
win over Princeton later in the day. 
LBSU held off a comeback attempt by 
the Tigers in the seventh. 

On Saturday, the 49ers swept the 
doubleheader against Mississippi State 
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LBSU junior right hander Christina Clermont pitches to UCLA’s senior 
infielder Mysha Sataraka in the Bruins’ 3-2 win over the 49ers on 


Sunday at Mayfair Park. 


and Iowa State. 

LBSU picked up a 5-1 win over the 
Bulldogs after erupting with a four-run 
fourth inning. Against the Cyclones, 
the 49ers trailed 4-2 in the bottom of 
the seventh inning -before they rallied 
for the 5-4 win. 

The 49ers opened the tournament 


with a 9-0 twin over Utah Valley. Se- 
nior Infielder Darian Tautalafua and 
Lombardi both went 3-3, totaling six 
singles and three RBIs between them. 

LBSU goes on the road again as part 
of the San Diego Classic. The 49ers 
open the tournament against BYU on 
Thursday at 1 p.m. 


Buckeyes 


The 49ers fall in five- 
set thriller against 
No. 5 Ohio St. on 
Saturday in the 
Pyramid. 


By KAYCE CONTATORE 
Staff Writer 


The No. 1 Long Beach State men’s 
volleyball team has an up-and-down 
weekend, getting a win against No. 
13 Lewis University and its first loss 
in 12 matches from No. 5 Ohio State 
in the Asics Tournament at the Wal- 
ter Pyramid. 

LBSU (18-3, 12-2) saw its winning 
streak come to an end Saturday night 
against Ohio State (17-3, 9-1) in a 
match that came down to a thrilling 
fifth set that ultimately went in favor 
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see end to LBSU win streak 


you don’t know why,” Hanson said. 


of the Buckeyes. 

It was a back-and-forth fight with 
each team keeping the match close 
in the first two sets, until the 49ers 
came out and dominated in set three 
winning it 25-16. 

The Buckeyes fought back to take 
set four and overcame a slow start 
in set five before earning the lead at 
match point and putting it away with 
a kill from sophomore outside hitter 
Nicolas Szerszen. 

LBSU head coach Alan Knipe 
said that in set five his team “let [the 
Buckeyes] back in on things that they 
didn't have to earn their way back 
in.” He said there needs to be an ebb 
and flow when it comes to playing 
aggressive without being complete- 
ly reckless, which is something he 
wants his team to focus on. 

“We ended up hitting zero in that 
fifth set, which is something we don't 


do and that came on errors,’ Knipe 
said. “We'll be better for it” 

Senior middle blocker Taylor 
Gregory noted that emotions were 
running high after the match and 
said that his team needed to be more 
tenacious if they wanted to win the 
match. 

“Tt’s like a boxing match,” Gregory 
said. “You throw one punch and they 
counter with another good one, so 
you can't get caught off balance. We 
got to be better at taking a punch and 
punching right back.” 

OSU head coach Pete Hanson said 
that his lesson to his team in match- 
es like this is to remember that it’s a 
game and to have fun. He hopes this 
win validates what he's been teaching 
his team and that it will lead to good 
things for the rest of the season. 

“You're gonna have set threes 
where the wheels go off the rails and 


“It’s all between [the players’] ears 
and you can't climb in there and fix 
it. We're trying to tell the kids to have 
a short memory, move on and stay 
positive.” 

The 49ers kicked off the tourna- 
ment Friday with a sloppy 3-1 win 
against Lewis (11-10, 6-5). 

The Flyers dominated the first set, 
hitting at a .536 with no errors on 28 
swings compared to the 49ers’ .364 
percentage with five errors. 

The 49ers also totalled just three 
blocks on the night when they typi- 
cally average 2.4 blocks per set. Lew- 
is dominated the net, finishing the 
night with 11.5 total blocks with six 
of them coming from the second set. 

The 49ers return to conference ac- 
tion inside the Walter Pyramid, fac- 
ing off against Cal State Northridge 
on Friday at 7 p.m. 
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Hawai'i outshoots, outrebounds LBSU in Big West semis 


The Rainbow Wahine 
stellar three point 
shooting proved too 
much for the 49ers as 
they lose in the Big 
West ‘Tournament 
semifinals. 


By GRESTER CELIS-ACOSTA 
Staff Writer 


ANAHEIM, Calif. — The Long 
Beach State women’s basketball team 
fell out of the Big West Tournament 
under a barrage of three-pointers in 
its 76-60 semifinal loss to Hawaii on 
Friday inside the Honda Center in 
Anaheim. 

The Rainbow Wahine almost re- 
sembled the Golden State Warriors 
as they dropped 12 threes, going 46.2 
percent from behind the arc. 

UH senior Marissa Wimbley post- 
ed a career-high 18 points, which led 
all Hawaii players. The 5-foot-5-inch 
guard also went a career-high six of 
nine from downtown and had three 


Lauic TarBINIAN | Dalty 49ER 
LBSU junior guard Raven Benton 
attempts to shoot over Hawai’i’s 
sophomore center Megan Huff in 
the 49ers’ 76-60 loss to the Rain- 
bow Warriors on Friday inside the 
Honda Center in Anaheim. 


assists. 
“Once I hit the first couple? Wimb- 
ley said. “I just got more confident and 
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excited” 

The Rainbow Wahine also domi- 
nated the boards as they snagged 41 
rebounds compared to LBSU’s 17. 
Hawai'i also controlled the offensive 
glass, grabbing 14 rebounds; 12 more 
than the 49ers. 

“We dominated the boards,’ Hawai'i 
head coach Laura Beeman said. “And 
that was something we needed to do” 

Despite getting outplayed in all ar- 
eas of the game, LBSU’s junior guard 
Raven Benton posted a game high of 
27 points. 

The 5-foot-10-inch junior seemed 
to get to the basket at will with 15 of 
her points coming in the second half. 

“[Benton] is strong and she’s phys- 
ical? LBSU head coach Jody Wynn 
said. “She has the ability to get to the 
rim and get fouled. That’s what you 
have to able to do against a team as 
strong and physical as Hawai'i is.” 

LBSU started the game off by let- 
ting Hawai'i get a four-point lead. The 
49ers answered with buckets of their 
own to jump on an 8-2 run. 

The run was shortly lived as the 
Rainbow Wahine answered back with 


four 3-pointers and went on 9-4 run to 
the end the first quarter leading 18-12. 


“[Threes] are a huge factor, 36 points 
is a lot of points when that is not what 
[Hawai’i] have always done all season 
long,” Wynn said. “Those kids shot it 
well on a big stage; hats off to them.” 

The second quarter was more of the 
same as UH continued to extend its 
lead. At one point the Rainbow Wa- 
hine led by as many as 14 points. UH 
went into halftime with a 36-24 lead. 

The 49ers started the third quarter 
with a 13-3 run that brought Hawai’i’s 
lead down to four. This would be the 
closest LBSU would get to regaining 
the lead. 

LBSU’s defense could not stop the 
Rainbow Wahine’s three-point shoot- 
ing as they dropped four triples to end 
the third quarter with a 15-point lead. 

In the fourth, UH continued its 
dominance from long range, dropping 
three more triples. 

“We came into this game with a fo- 
cus of taking away points in the paint 
and play the statistics, Wynn said. 
“We wanted to see if Hawai'i could 
beat us from the perimeter, and that is 
what they did” 

LBSU made it to the semifinal after 
eliminating Cal Poly from the tourney 
on Wednesday. With the scored tied 


at 52, Benton drilled a fade away with 
less than a second remaining in the 
game to give the 49ers the win. 

Junior point guard Anna Kim led 
the 49ers with 15 points, but followed 
up her stellar offensive performance 
with just four points against Hawai'i 
on Friday. 

The Rainbow Wahine defeated UC 
Davis 78-59 in the final on Saturday. 

The 49ers will wait and see if they 
did enough to earn an at-large berth in 
the Women’s National Invitation Tour- 
nament. The WNIT selection show is 
on Monday evening. 


LBSU 
SCOREBOARD 


Bic WEsT TOURNAMENT 


WEDNESDAY 

Long Beach State 54 
Cal Poly 52 
FRIDAY 

Hawai'i 76 


Long Beach State 70 


BASKETBALL 


continued from page 1 


Leading by two with 3:27 left to play, Hawai'i forward Stefan 
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LBSU walks off the court as Hawai’i celebrates its Big West Tournament championship. The Rainbow Warriors won 64-60 on Saturday 
inside the Honda Center in Anaheim. 


LBSU SCOREBOARD 


Bic WEstT ‘TOURNAMENT 


THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
Long Beach State 82 Long Beach State 77 Hawai'i 64 
UC Riverside 74 UC Irvine 72 Long Beach State 60 


Jankovic got a step on LBSU senior captain Nick Faust and began 
to dribble drive to the paint. Faust reached in and was charged 
with his fifth personal foul of the game. 

“That [fifth] foul was something he didn't need to do? Monson 
said. “I can't fault the kid for trying too hard?” 

Faust finished with a game-high 17 points and eight rebounds, 
and although he fouled out, LBSU kept its composure in the final 
minutes. Sophomore Gabe Levin tied the score at 58 with a layup, 
but Jankovic drilled a three to light up Hawai’i’s crowd. 

After a couple misses by both teams, junior forward Travis 
Hammonds grabbed senior guard A.J. Spencer's missed three 
pointer and put it through the rim to cut the 49ers’ deficit down to 
one with 1:29 left to play. 

Hammonds, who scored 12 points and was the 49ers’ second 
leading scorer, showed why he was the league's best sixth man of 
the year in the second half of Saturday night’s tournament finale. 

“He never got his rhythm in the first half, but in the second 
half he was a catalyst; Monson said. “Trav is one of those guys 
that can get his own shot. He is a tough matchup and competed 
hard today” 

However, LBSU’s depth chart took a second jab after Ham- 
monds picked up his fifth foul with 1:06 remaining. Like Faust, 
Hammonds’ day was over. Despite being without their two lead- 
ing scorers, the 49ers were only down by two points in the last 
seconds of the game. 

LBSU had won 11 of its last 12 games prior to the tournament 
finale, including a 77-72 win over UC Irvine in the semifinals 
round on Friday. 

The 49ers had six players score in double digits and needed ey- 
ery one of them against the Anteaters. 

In the quarterfinal round, the 49ers struggled to limit UC 
Riverside (14-19, 5-11) from beyond the arc, but led by Faust’s 
21 points and 10 rebounds, LBSU pulled away in the final two 
minutes of the game to win 82-74 on Thursday night. 

LBSU finished 20-14 overall and 12-4 in conference play, and 
although the 49ers came up short of a 10th career NCAA tour- 
nament appearance, they earned a seat to the NIT tournament. 

The 49ers are a sixth seed and will play third-seeded University 
of Washington in the first round of the NIT tournament on Tues- 
day at 6 p.m. in Seattle, Washington. 


